


ABOUT THE PLAY
Picture this: you’re an average college 
graduate who is just trying to figure out what 
the next step is. Maybe you’ll go to divinity 
school. Who knows? Not you. For now, you’ve 
landed a job tutoring in a hospital, and your 
first student is a young boy named Tony with 
a terminal illness. Despite your best efforts, 
Tony is not interested in your various attempts 
to get him to read the terrible Elmo book 
you’ve brought him. Instead, Tony is adamant 
about getting answers to life’s questions that 
the adults in his life won’t answer. So, in an 
attempt to curb his curiosity and get him to 
read at least a little, you turn to the obvious 
solution: the U.S. Postal Service.



ABOUT THE PLAY
Tony’s quest to find the answers to life’s questions 
puts him in contact with a sea of new people, 
including “the oldest woman in Alaska” and a 
“shaman” who just so happens to be named Elmo 
(though he is more man than muppet). Tony finds 
that his quest for the answers to life is one that is 
not exclusive to a child and is relevant to all ages, 
seeing as a true answer is elusive unless one has 
experienced a full spectrum of what life has to 
offer. Tony’s father, Sam, is scared of what may 
happen to his son, but cannot find the courage to 
tell him the truth about the severity of his condition. 
Elmo is trying to find a way to figure out how to 
help others. And, of course, Lawrence is trying to 
figure out what to do with his life, while also 
recognizing he is lucky to have the privilege to 
worry about what comes next.



ABOUT THE PLAY
Though Read To Me also presents a series of 
other questions for audiences of all ages to 
consider, such as the possibility of protecting 
loved ones from something you cannot stop, the 
weight of secrets, and the impact of a young life 
on others. Pelsue does not end the play by tying 
all these thoughts up in a neat bow. Instead, what 
transpires is summed up in a short monologue by 
the Nurse at the end, leaving us to determine our 
own conclusions. 

The Company of Read To Me



ABOUT THE PLAY

Read To Me was first workshopped during the 
2015 Bay Area Playwright Festival. More 
recently, Read to Me was workshopped in 
Portland Stage’s Little Festival of the 
Unexpected, and is the winner of the 2018 
Clauder Competition, a playwriting competition 
open to New England based playwrights. 
Portland Stage’s production of Read To Me will 
be the play’s world premiere production. 

Brendan and Rory Pelsue, playwright and 
director of Read To Me



“All of our lives are very short, 
and you start to think, ‘What do I 
do with the time I do have?’ 
Because of this, the people in 
this play are all working to 
connect with each other, which is 
very brave.”

- Rory Pelsue, director of Read To Me



ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Brendan Pelsue is a playwright, librettist, and 
translator whose work has been produced in 
New York and regionally. His play Wellesley 
Girl premiered at the Humana Festival of New 
American Plays. Hagoromo, a dance-opera 
piece for which he wrote the libretto, has 
appeared at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
and the Pocantico Center. Other work 
includes New Domestic Architecture at the Yale 
Carlotta Festival, Read to Me at the Bay Area 
Playwrights Festival, Lost Weekend with the 
Actors Theatre of Louisville Apprentice 
Company, Parking Lot, Riverbank: a Noh 
Play for Northerly Americans at the Yale School 
of Drama. 



- The Private Worlds of Dying Children

“It becomes evident that the 
children’s view of themselves were 
the result of various kinds of 
information that they had acquired 
in interactions with others, as well 
as through personal experience”



CYSTIC FIBROSIS

Though the name of Tony’s 
illness is never explicitly stated 
in Read to Me, based on 
information in the play, it is 
likely that he has a genetic 
disease called cystic fibrosis 
(CF). With CF, the lungs are 
affected as they are unable to 
break down mucus, which 
leads to infection and, over 
time, to lung deterioration. 



CYSTIC FIBROSIS
Some children with CF have more regular extended stays (two to three weeks) at the 
hospital every two to three months. During these extended stays, a typical day begins quite 
early in the morning, with a visit from a nurse to complete a check-up. During this visit, the 
nurse takes note of the patient’s vital signs and administers the first round of medications. 



CYSTIC FIBROSIS

Children also have a minimum of 
four daily sessions with a 
Respiratory Care Practitioner 
(RCP). RCPs are responsible for 
doing chest physical therapy, 
which utilizes something called 
vest treatment. Patients spend 
about 20 minutes per session 
wearing a vest hooked into a 
machine which vibrates around the 
lungs and helps dislodge mucus. 



As of 2017, the USPS operates 30,825 post 
offices and locations in the US, and delivers 149.5 
billion pieces of mail annually.



PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF THE POSTAL SERVICE
Tony, a young, hospital-bound boy in Read to Me doesn't believe in the mysterious "Postal 
Service." His tutor Lawrence tries to prove it to him. To help draw the curtain back, the steps 
below are what happens when you send a piece of mail!

Step One: After addressing and appropriately stamping your piece of mail, either put it in 
your personal mail box (with the flag up), a large public collection box, or take it directly to 
the post office. 

Step Two: Your local postal carrier collects your 
letter, combines it with other mail, and puts in a large 
truck and driven to a mail processing plant. 
Step Three: At the mail processing plant, postal 
workers put the items through a machine that 
sorts each piece by size and shape, separating 
letters from larger envelopes and packages. 
Then the envelopes are postmarked with the 
date and place the letter was sorted. 



PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF THE POSTAL SERVICE
Step Four: The letters are then moved to a machine that imprints a fluorescent barcode on 
the back of each envelope. Then the address written by the sender is scanned with an 
optical character reader. A different barcode representing the address that has just been 
scanned is sprayed on the front of the envelope

Step Six: The mail from each bin is taken from the 
original mail processing plant and either driven or 
flown to a processing plant near the letter’s 
destination. 

Step Five: Different machines scan both barcodes 
and sort the mail into bins based on ZIP Code 
ranges. Each bin indicates the next mail processing 
plant near the mail’s addressed location that the 
letters will be sent to. The mail from each bin is then 
further sorted by the specific ZIP Code in trays.



PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF THE POSTAL SERVICE
Step Seven: At the final mail processing plant, a machine scans the barcodes and sorts all 
of the mail by carrier (each carrier has their own route that they cover) and by the order of 
delivery for the carrier. 

Step Eight: The mail then leaves the final processing plant and is taken to the individual 
post offices. The postal carrier then picks up their trays of mail (specifically sorted for them) 
and puts them in their vehicle. 

Step Nine: The postal carrier drives to the 
correct street and loads their satchel with 
the mail that they will deliver. They then 
deliver the mail on foot to the address on 
the envelope. In more rural areas, a postal 
carrier might drive from mailbox to mailbox 
rather than delivering mail on foot. 


